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The Path to Bocas 

How we got started 

Greetings and welcome to the first edition of The Path to Bocas, published by 

Island Path Panama.  In defining the content for The Path to Bocas, we chose 

to inform you about Bocas Del Toro, Panama using our insight and 

experiences in this unique part of the world rather than paint a marketing 

piece reliant on hype and gloss.  So going forward, each month we’ll feature 

a topic about Bocas Del Toro that hopefully resonates with the travel lust 

within, perhaps dispel some myths and finally, inform you about the world 

of the lower Caribbean basin in an honest manner.   Also, if you opt in, we’ll 

send you alerts for promotions and “Surgical Strikes” when the surf or 

fishing is forecasted to be exceptional.   

We hope that you opt in to getting this monthly newsletter as you’ll most 

certainly learn a lot about Bocas Del Toro.    

For our first edition, we want to bring you up to speed about Island Path 

Panama, how we got started, what we do and who best is served by us…after 

all, people are not all alike.   
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• How we got started 

 

• What we do 

 

The vision for Island Path Panama started when Stan Chew, (co-owner with his wife Kristi) took a Vietnam 

era GI on RnR, to look for surf in Taiwan.  At that time Stan, at 15 had already been surfing for six years.  

There was no surf camp/resort industry and in general, surfing was believed to be restricted to California, 

Hawaii and Australia…early days to say the least.  Stan knew of a possible place along the north shore of 

Taiwan and guided the war weary GI to the spot – and being the first to surf the place, they struck gold!  

Perfect, powerful surf generated by a massive offshore Typhoon poured into a river mouth in front of a 

tropical lagoon with nobody on the beach for miles around.  At the end of the day, the GI was ecstatic and 

thanked Stan for a day that truly was rewarding.  For Stan, the vision was born.   

Over many years of global travel, the search was on for the perfect place to locate Island Path, (the name of 

the street in Hampton New Hampshire Stan lived on).  The criteria, simple:  

 

• Consistent and powerful surf 

• A deeply tropical experience 

• A nearby town with infrastructure 

• Additional activities beyond surfing 
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True to our vision, we have kept our capacity limited, allowing for only four guests at a time in our two 

cabanas.  In doing so, the impact on our surroundings is minimal, maintaining the beauty of the surrounding 

rainforest and we can offer the highest degree of personal and flexible service tailored to the needs of the 

visitor.   

The result has earned us the #2 ranking (out of 14) on TripAdvisor.com for specialty lodging in Bocas.  We 

feel that we have earned this distinction mainly through hard work and partly through luck.   

The luck part is that Bocas Del Toro is not for everybody…and fortunately our travelers have fit the special 

group that seeks out and enjoys an experience a place like Bocas has to offer.   More on that at the end of this 

newsletter.   

There are many fine places to stay here in Bocas and on the surrounding islands.  An abundance of good 

hotels, restaurants and resorts are about the island where Bocas Town is.  In fact, if you come to Bocas just to 

enjoy the town’s nightlife, it would be best to choose one of the other fine places to stay in town.    

 

What we do 

So why Island Path Panama? 

What makes us special is our limited size, our focus on aquatic activities, having our own boat, our 

old-growth rainforest location outside of town (yet town is only a five minute drive from our hill), the 

size and comfort of our cabanas and our ability to tailor our services to what the visitor really wants.   

Nobody else offers this in Bocas Del Toro…nobody. 

 

Island Path’s vision was not to be restricted only to surfing.  Fishing, snorkeling and other tropical 

adventure based activities were needed to draw a broad brush of visitors in.  

Stan took an early trip to Bocas Del Toro in 1992 which showed promise, but the town had been devastated 

by an earthquake and the timing was just too early…but it was on a shortlist to revisit.  Then, in 2003, Stan 

with his now wife Kristi visited Bocas and together, they pulled the trigger, becoming the first to buy 

several acres of jungle on one of Bocas’ highest ridges, three miles outside of town.   

Over the years, the main house was built as well as two cabanas overlooking the ridge that spills down into 

the rainforest and valley below, bordering the waters of Almirante Bay.  Finally, in 2010, Island Path 

Panama officially opened its doors during the summer season.  We are now midway through our second 

year having just ended the summer season, and preparing for the winter season ahead.   

In looking back, we have hosted travelers from all over.  About two thirds of our guests are surfers with the 

other third being world travelers looking to fish, discover the islands in the Bocas Del Toro archipelago or 

just stay at our rainforest cabanas in order to avoid the noise and bustle of town 
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Stan and Kristi - Owner Operators -Island Path Panama 
 

For Surfers – we not only can take you to the town spots famous in the surf media, but we tend to focus on 

the remote locations where there are zero crowds and often, better surf.  And if you really want to discover 

new spots, we know where they potentially are and we are willing to go.  We have discovered five spots 

that we know we are the first to surf.  To us, this is core to surfing. 

For Fishermen – Like most places, Bocas has a limited season and Yellow Fin Tuna, Wahoo, Kingfish and 

other game fish are in abundance… but these fish can be caught in many places throughout the world and 

candidly, many places are preferable to Bocas.  BUT…not so with Snook or Tarpon.  Bocas holds this rare 

opportunity to hook up these extremely special fish.  If you come to Bocas to fish, fish for Tarpon or Snook! 

Spear fishing in Bocas is world-class.  There are few places in the Americas where you have the 

opportunity to hunt the variety of fish we have in tandem with the intense reefs we enjoy.  When the surf is 

flat and the water clear, we spearfish and always bring home dinner.  This is an Island Path Panama 

specialty.  

For the Traveler - just staying in our cabanas means you are staying in the rainforest in true comfort.  

You’ll hear monkeys everyday and most likely, see them.  Parrots and many other species of birds are 

constantly about…you just don’t see this staying in town.  Our location is very special for our visitors, and 

dear to us.  It is relaxed, quite…tranquillo. 

Who We Best Serve 
Bocas Del Toro is best suited for the world traveler, not the tourist.  While we don’t want to sound elitist or 

throw anybody under the bus, we deeply want people that come here to have a meaningful experience.  

Panama is a developing country, still very third world and that means significant culture shock for those 

that prefer a controlled environment typical of tourist locations.  A doctor from the NGO Floating Doctors 

said it best…”25 miles outside of Bocas Town and you step back 100 years in time”.  The world traveler 

seeks this experience while the tourist can be uncomfortable faced with that culture.  We cater best to the 

world traveler and suggest that the tourist read up on Bocas Del Toro and really consider the culture shock 

aspect of the trip here before booking a ticket.    

Page 2 

Well, this is it for the first newsletter.  We hope you take the time to visit our website, especially the pages most 

meaningful to you. www.islandpathpanama.com gets you there.  One last thing...if you like our newsletter and 

think a friend may enjoy it, please email it to them and tell them to contact us at info@islandpathpanama.com to 

get on the email list.  That sort of thing really helps us down here in Panama. 

 

Next month, we’ll focus on the coming winter’s surf season and the culture here in Bocas Del Toro.   

Travel Safe!   

www.IslandPathPanama.com  
 
Info@IslandPathPanama.com 
 


